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Agenda ïMay 11, 2004 

¸7:00 ï7:05 Administration

¸7:05 ï8:30 Featured Topic ïYour New System 
(2003 Update): Installing Your OS and Device 
Drivers; Functional Testing 

¸8:30 ï9:00 Hardware News

¸9:00 ï9:10 Break

¸9:10 ï9:55 Hardware Submission and  Random 
Access (Q&A)

¸9:55 ï10:00 Recap, Preview, and Close
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Administration

¸Welcome! Please Sign In.

¸What the SIG iséand is not.
¸ Is - a resource for computer users and potential computer 

users

¸ Is NOT ïa cheap way to get your computer built or 
repaired

¸Logs ïRandom Access & Hardware Submission 
(First Comeé)

¸Hardware Submission & RELEASE



May 11, 2004 4

OCIPUG Hardware SIG

Administration (continued):

¸Presentation materials will be posted at:
http://www.edscustomcomputers.com/

welcome_to_the_ocipug_hardware_s1.htm

¸Prior presentation materials also posted.

http://www.edscustomcomputers.com/welcome_to_the_ocipug_hardware_s1.htm
http://www.edscustomcomputers.com/welcome_to_the_ocipug_hardware_s1.htm
http://www.edscustomcomputers.com/welcome_to_the_ocipug_hardware_s1.htm
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Your New System (2003):  OS, Drivers,Testing

¸Givens (from the last meeting) ïyou have:

¸Completed the assembly of  your system.  

¸Successfully performed a system-level test.

¸Set up your BIOS (baseline).
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Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸The Process

¸Assemble and review your software and associated docs 

¸Decide whether to FDISK your drive; as applicable, run 

FDISK and/or set the BIOS to boot from CD

¸ Install the operating system (OS) ïweôll install XP/Pro

¸Set up Internet access; check for later BIOS and drivers

¸ Install motherboard-based drivers

¸ Install other drivers and utilities

¸Perform a comprehensive functional test.
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Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸Assemble/review your software and associated docs

¸Operating system ïCD and ñProduct Keyò

¸If youôre new to installing XP, read the section in the 

manual on the installation process

¸Motherboard CD and user docs; note driver loading 

sequence

¸Adapter card CDs and docs (video, sound, modem, NIC)

¸ñCDò utility CDs and docs (CD-R/-RW, DVDé)

¸Peripheral CDs and docs (keyboard, mouse, printeré) 
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Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸FDISK?
¸FDISK allows you to óclearò the master boot record and, if 
you want, set up partitions and/or set the drive ñactiveò

¸With a large hard drive the ñnumbersò may not ñmatchò

¸Requires a boot floppy ïpreferably a Win 98 boot floppy

¸Since XP (all versions) wonôt support setting up an install 
partition larger than roughly 30GB, if you want to use FAT 
32 on a large drive, youôll also need to format the drive 
from the Win 98 boot disk BEFORE the OS installation ï
ignore the resulting numbers.
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Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸FDISK? (continued)
¸ If you want to use a drive larger than 30GB under FAT 32, 
and you donôt have a Win 98 boot disk, borrow one from 
someone else.  Seriously!

¸ I do NOT recommend using free boot disk images available 
on the web.  

¸If you canôt find a Win 98 boot disk, youôre options are:
¸ Set up XP under NTFS (rather than FAT 32)

¸ Partition the drive during XP installation.

¸If youôre going to, set your BIOS to boot from Floppy, and 
run FDISK now.
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Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸ Installing the Operating System (OS)

¸ If not already set, set the BIOS to boot from CD.

¸Put the OS CD in your ñCD driveò (CD, CD-R, CD-RW, 

DVDé) and reboot the system.

¸Watch for the ñPress any key to boot from CDò prompt and 

hit any key.

¸ If your boot drive is connected to a RAID or SCSI controller, 

hit F6 when prompted (bottom of the screen) and load the 

driver from floppy when prompted.
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Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸ Installing the Operating System (OS) (continued)
¸At the ñWelcome to Setupò screen, hit Enter.

¸Wait for the EULA to appear; hold down the ñPage Downò 
key and scroll to the bottom of the page; hit F8 
(acknowledges agreement to the EULA).

¸At the next pause (setup partition screen) you need to 
accept the identified partition, create a partition in 
unpartitioned space, or delete the current partition and 
create a new one.  Proceed accordingly.  NOTE:  Even if 
ñCò is not the selected partition, some XP base files will still 
be loaded into it.
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Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸ Installing the Operating System (OS) (continued)
¸Select your desired file system, NTFS or FAT (FAT 32) ï

scroll and hit Enter.  [I recommend FAT since NTFS 
partitions cannot be accessed from a Win 95/98/Me boot 
floppy ïi.e., you may lose the opportunity to recover files 
from a damaged XP installation.]  Hit Enter again to confirm 
OK to format.

¸When formatting completes, the operating system files will 
start to be installed from the CD.

¸Remove the boot floppy before the system does the first 
reboot.  No need to hit a key during reboot. 
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Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸ Installing the Operating System (OS) (continued)

¸XP will continue to load files.

¸At one point the screen will go blank as the OS tests for 

VGA driver.  It will only be blank for a moment.

¸At the ñRegional and Language Optionsò screen select 

ñNextò.

¸On the next screen enter your ñnameò and ñorganizationò 

and click ñNextò.

¸Enter the ñProduct Keyò from your doc package; ñNextò.



May 11, 2004 14

OCIPUG Hardware SIG

Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸ Installing the Operating System (OS) (continued)
¸Enter your computerôs ñnameò (max 15 characters, no 

specials, no spaces); if desired, enter & confirm an 
Administratorôs password; ñNextò.

¸At ñDate and Time Settingsò select ñNextò

¸XP will continue to load files and set up the system.

¸At ñNetwork Settingsò select ñNextò

¸At ñWorkgroup or Computer Domainò select ñNextò

¸XP will continue to load files and set up the system, then 
auto-reboot again ïno need to hit a key.
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Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸ Installing the Operating System (OS) (continued)
¸Select ñNextò at ñWelcome to Microsoft Windowsô.

¸At the ñInternet Connectionò screen select ñNextò to 
acknowledge connection through a LAN ïor select ñdirectò 
if youôll connect through an ISP and then ñNextò.

¸XP will now attempt to reach Microsoftôs Internet Product 
Activation server.  For our ñdemoò purposes, weôll select 
ñNoò when prompted, then ñNextò.

¸At the ñWho will use?ò screen enter the names of users you 
want to set up ïthe primary login at the top; ñNextò



May 11, 2004 16

OCIPUG Hardware SIG

Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸ Installing the Operating System (OS) (continued)

¸At the ñThank Youò screen hit ñFinishò and XP will proceed 

to boot to the desktop.

¸Click anywhere in the open desktop area and restart the 

system.

¸During restart enter the BIOS and reset to boot from your 

boot hard drive.  Eject the CD.  Save the BIOS settings and 

Reboot.  Note the BIOS version (write it down).

¸You have now completed OS installation.
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Your New System (2003): OS, Driver, Test (cont.)

¸Set Up Internet Access; Check foré

¸ If XP has identified and installed your NIC, and you have 

DSL or cable access to your local connection, you should 

have immediate access to the Internet.

¸ If XP has identified and installed your modem, you should 

now proceed to log on using your ISP; setup will be 

required.

¸Once youôre on the Internet check for the latest BIOS and 

driver revisions ïnote the revision ñnumberò for each and 

exit the Internet.


