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 Agenda –July 20, 2010

 6:00 –6:05 Administration

 6:05 –6:05 Featured Topic: none

 6:05 –6:35 Hardware News

 6:35 –6:55 Hardware Submission and 

Random Access (Q&A)

 6:55 –7:00 Next Meeting Info
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 Administration
 Welcome!  Please Sign In.

 This SIG is a resource for computer users 
and potential computer users

 Random Access “Log” –sets response 
sequence

 Hardware Assistance RELEASE Form
 This presentation will be posted on the 

OCIPUG Hardware SIG web site:
Click the “Hardware” link at 

http://www.ocipug.org/

http://www.ocipug.org/
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 Administration (continued):
 Also posted on that web site:

 SIG info and meeting schedule

Prior presentations (back to “Day One”, April 
11, 2000)

 Hardware links (to press releases and product 
pages)

“Resource” links (to product reviews, product 
news, “self help”, PC technology and 
industry/standard organizations, e-tailers, and 
pricing engines)
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 Hardware News
 Processors –nothing new

 Core Logic (Chipsets) –nothing new

 Motherboards
ASUS introduced the “ROG Rampage III GENE” for  

Intel-socket-1366-based gamers –X58/ICH10R 
chipset; 6 DDR3 sockets (to DDR3-2200 by OC); 
support for up to two, double-wide video cards; 
supports USB 3.0 (2 ports, NEC) and SATA 6Gbps 
(2 ports, Marvell); Intel GbE; Creative X-Fi 2 
audio; microATX form factor; $230 (Newegg)

http://www.asus.com/product.aspx?P_ID=YtMFPqRNdjmKTBIF&templete=2
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 Hardware News (continued)
 System RAM

 Corsair announced the limited availability of its 
“Dominator GT GTX6” DDR3 memory module - 1GB 
single DIMMs, tested to 2625MHz (to 2600MHz in 
dual-channel mode), $175 (direct)

 Graphics Processors and Cards
 AMD/ATI released the ATI Radeon HD 5550 for 

lower end mainstream systems and HTPCs –320 
stream processors, 550MHz clock, supports either 
DDR2/3 or GDDR5 memory, DX11, Eyefinity to 
three monitors, CrossFireX, integrated HD audio, 
display port and HDMI; as low as $50 after rebate 
(1GB DDR2, Newegg); cards announced by all 
major partners.
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 Hardware News (continued)
 Graphics Processors and Cards (continued)

 ASUS introduced the ROG ARES card –dual ATI 
5870 GPUs, 4GB GDDR5 RAM, DVI/DP/HDMI 
output; limited availability at $1200 (with mouse 
and carrying case) 

 NVIDIA released the GeForce GTX 460 GPU –
lowest end of 4xx line; 675MHz graphics clock, 
1350MHz processor clock, 1800MHz GDDR5 
memory clock; two versions –192-bit/768MB and 
256-bit/1GB; 2-way SLI; double-wide; DX11; 8 
768MB cards at $199.99 (target MSRP) on Newegg

http://www.asus.com/product.aspx?P_ID=bGf2f0s2zeWhT0w8&templete=2
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 Hardware News (continued)
 Graphics Processors and Cards (continued)

 NVIDIA GTX 460-based cards introduced by ASUS, 
ECS, EVGA, Gigabyte, Leadtek, MSI, and PNY.

 Hard Drives and SSDs
 Crucial introduced a 64GB version to its RealSSD

C300 product line –MLC, Marvell controller, 
support for SATA 6Gbps, up to 355MB/sec 
sequential read and 70MB/sec sequential write; 
TRIM; 2.5” form factor; $150 (direct)

Hitachi introduced the “Life Studio” series of 
external drives –250GB-2TB, USB 2.0; MSRP: $80-
$220
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 Hardware News (continued)
 Hard Drives and SSDs (continued)

 OCZ introduced the RevoDrive PCIe SSD card -
120 and 240GB models, SandForce controllers 
(2), up to 540MB/sec read and 480MB/sec write 
(up to 75K IOPS), bootable, PCIe 1.1 x4 
interface, 2 million hour MTBF, 3 year warranty, 
no mention of TRIM support; MSRP: $390 (120GB) 
and $700 (240GB)

 Samsung introduced the first Spinpoint F4 HDD –
only one model, 320GB, 7200 rpm, no detailed 
spec or MSRP
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 Hardware News (continued)
 Hard Drives and SSDs (continued)

 Samsung added a 512GB model to its SSD line –
up to 250MB/sec read  and 220MB/sec write, 
TRIM support; MSRP: ukn

 Seagate added a 3TB version of the GoFlex
drive to its Free Agent line of external drives 
(STAC3000100) –very limited spec, appears to be 
a single drive, claimed support in Windows; 
MSRP: $250

 Hard Drive Controllers
 Adaptec acquired by PMC-Sierra 
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 Hardware News (continued)
 Other Drives

 Blu-ray XL (BDXL) spec approved –multi-layer, 
write-once and rewritable, up to 128GB 
capacity, backward compatible, new hardware 
will be required; implementation in consumer 
space TBD

 Lite-On announced:
ÁiHBS212 - 12X BD/DVD/CD writer, internal, supports 3D 

playback, SATA interface; MSRP: $190

ÁiHAS524 - 24X DVD writer, internal, SATA interface; 
MSRP: $40
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 Hardware News (continued)
 Other Drives (continued)

 Samsung introduced the 12X SH-B123 BD Combo drive 
–internal, SATA interface (assumed), no detailed 
spec or MSRP available

 Sound Processors and cards –nothing new

 Modems and NICs
 D-Link introduced the Xtreme N 450 Gigabit 

Router (DIR-665) –3X3 MIMO, up to 450Mbps, 4 
GbE LAN and 1 GbE WAN ports; MSRP: $230
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 Hardware News (continued)

 Power Supplies
 Thermaltake launched the “Toughpower Grand” 

series –650W and 750W models, single rail +12V, 
no detailed spec or MSRP 

 Miscellaneous 

 USB 3.0 hard drive docking station announced by 

Thermaltake (BlacX 5G) –supports 2.5” and 3.5” 

SATA drives; MSRP: $50 
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 Hardware Assistance and Random 
Access (Q&A)

 Hardware Assistance Release Form

 Random Access Log
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 Next Meeting

 Date: August 17, 2010

 Featured Presentation Topic: probably 

“none” until the next annual hardware 

update series, starting in January 2011 –

Hardware News and Q&A for the balance of 

2010.


